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CONFERENCE MINISTER - flDUENT '33 



It is truly good to be with you here in the Southeast Conference, Vou 
welcome us warmly; and Beth and I are grateful to be in ministry with 
you. So much has happened in these three months: association 
meetings; many church visits; Board of Directors; Service of Covenant and 
installation; consultation with National UCC representatives to covenant 
about the future of the Southeast Conference. I wish you could be with 
me to hear the joys and sorrows, to see the many ministries going on in 
the churches, to be with others in particular struggles in their pilgrimage 
of faith and church mission. 

Vou are the Advent people! - looking, expecting, awaiting, hoping, i am 
impressed with the responsiveness and eagerness at almost every turn. 
IH'tth such faith, our tomorrows iviii be God's future, in this Advent 
season, and end of the year, I reflect on the poignancy of Paul's message 
to (II Timothy, 1:1-14:) u Rs I remember you in my prayers....", "I am 
reminded of your sincere faith - first in your grandmothers, and mothers, 
and now I am sure dwells in you"; "Hence,. ..rekindle the gift of Sod in 
you." To think of you all in your Churches is to remember your heritage, 
the faith given to you, and of the rekindling occurring throughout the 
Southeast Conference churches and members. The power of the Gospel! 
Thanks be to Sod. 

The wholeness of the Gospel beckons us. 3. T. Niles, the renowned 
mission leader, referred to three necessary conversions: to Christ, to the 
Church, to the World. No partial gospel! ! am in the United Church of 
Christ because of a whole gospel) in which God claims my life in Jesus 
(the gospel is intensely personal); because the Christian Community is the 
Body of Christ to which we belong and are challenged to seruice; because 
the world is the object of God's loue (John 3: 16). Through peoples, 
environment and structures of society, we are companions in the 
struggles for justice, peace and compassion. With such a vision of a 
whole Gospel, God provides the resources for the mission. 

I am concerned, friends, that the sinews of the couenantal relationship 
which binds us together in common support and mission in the 
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Conference and Associations, and throughout the world - houe sometimes 
been taken for granted or misunderstood. Through oil of our life in the 
Conference, me will be building couenontai ties. Let me illustrate one 
sorrowful note in this regard: the wholeness of the Sospel in which me 
all participate through Our Church's Wider Mission (OCUIM) is sometimes 
minimal in our church budgets. In some cases, other indiuidual actiuities 
and projects (all good, I'm sure) are better funded than OCIDM. lite shall 
come to know in the future the mong ministries in which each of us 
participates throughout the world as we support our conuenantal 
partners through OCUJM. UJe uuill know the jog of sharing. 

Now, as we embark into 1939, I pray God's blessing be ujith each of you 
and each of the chuches of the Southeast Conference as we look to a life 
of actiue verts: wafk, fo1iouj>r journey; do, comrmt7 looeryrow, build, 
giue, care.... Disciples liuing the Gospel! 

Faithfully, 

Roger D. Knight 
Conference Minister 



STAFF NEUJS! 



UJeicome, Katbrun L Faster who began as Administratis 
Assistant/Office Manager, Nouember 16. Preuiouslg, st\e was 
Administrate Assistant for the Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, and most 
recently was Assistant to the Eaecutiue Director of the new Presbyterian 
Denominational Headquarters in Louisuille, Kentucky^ 

IDith regret, the resignation of fat/ty Hart in was accepted. Xat/tg 
has been a uery loyal Administrate Assistant for these past 5-1/2 
years, has giuen louing deuotion to the Conference, its tasks and its 
people. Hie rejoice with her in her promotion as a staff person with an 
insurance company in Atlanta. LLIe will miss her in this task, but rejoice in 
that she mill be helping and will be participating in the life of Conference 
actiuities. 

8 3 if id taar has submitted his resignation as Coordinator of the 
Alabama-Tennessee Association, effectiue December 31st. He has served 
for ouer four years on a 1/3 time basis. Starting in Nouember, the Church 
of the Good Shepherd and Fellowship Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
began a partnership ministry in Crossuille where Douid is the new pastor. 
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Beginning January 1, 1989, ftager B, Kni gbt mill assume the role of 
ftla-Tenn Coordinator, during this time of transition in the Conference 

OFFICE HOURS are now 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., EST., Monday-Friday. The 
telephone answering machine iiiill be connected after hours to receiue 
messages, and thus return calls as soon as possible. 



NELilS OF THE CHURCHES 

Fairfield Glade, Tennessee Community Church broke ground for their new 

sanctuary and additional rooms on UJednesday, October 5th and are 

aiming for a Spring dedication. life rejoice with the members and the 

pastor, Reu. LUolfgang Koehler. Fairfield Glade is a joint congregation of 

the United Church of Christ and the Presbyterian Church, USR. 

i jl k 

1. 3L 1. 

Chattanooga, Pilgrim Congregational Church - The ?*eu. James Smalley 
was installed as the pastor on Sunday, Nouember 6th. Hie welcome Jim, 

Sally, and their Xt)ree daughters to Chattanooga. 

i 1 .1 

sL "i. t 

The church at UJauerly, Tennessee is in the stage of applying to be a 
congregation of the United Church of Christ, has purchased 5-1/2 acres of 
land and haue their 30h72 building almost completely constructed. It is a 
unique log construction, uerg attractive, located on the new bypass road 
at Utauerfy. The spirited congregation is serued by the Reu. Tal Hartman. 

; I 1 

C C < 

Atlanta, Central Church has called the Reu. QT. Stephen Sterner as senior 
pastor to begin February 1st. Stephen has been ^t^ff person with the 

United CHurch Board for Homeland Ministries in New 'fork. 

• i i 

W_ *JL *IL 

On October 30th, Herbert Young was ordained into the Christian ministry, 
in Ualley, Rlabama. 

*t *l 4l 

Huntsuille UCC has uoted to Duiiu a new sanctuary in 1989. Haulnq 
celebrated their 25th anniversary 2 years ago, we rejoice with them in 
this step forward. Jim Norris is pastor. 

i it i 
LaGrange UCC, Roy Bain, pastor, has noted to relocate. Pians are now at 

the beginning stages. 

: : i 

3_ 2L X. 
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Bobbins Parish - serued by Ralph Gait and Len Stark 
Deer Lodge - serued by Clifton Scott 

On October 9th, Fred Ninon was installed as pastor of the First 
Congregational Church of Sauannah. 

tl QL QL 

On Nouember 20th, the Reu. James Smart was installed as pastor of the 
Lanett, Alabama Congregational Christian Church at 3:00 p.m. 

QL QL «JL 

Atlanta United Church of Christ closed on its loan to finish the interior of 
the church on October 6th. They hope to complete the building in 
December. Dedication is being planned for the early part of 1989. 



,<£ ',&; ,1^' AiA r<£ y-<A «-C(C Xj. Aifi Aj. A\y AZA J^A AZ£ r<£ '<+ »t» *<A t*~A s<* r<f r<* . 

SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE WOMEN'S MEETING 

A special recognition ceremony was held on Saturday night, October 8, 
1988, to honor seuen women within the Conference. Each woman has 
serued the United Church of Christ through the local, association, 
conference and wider church. Each woman is to be commended for her 
years of dedicated seruice. 

UJe giue thanks to these women and all they haue giuen to others: 

June Bell, Atlanta, Gfl 
Dorothea Bowling, GAtiinburg, TN 
Carol Jean Delcher, Atlanta, GA 
Mary Marshall, Montgomery, AL 
Virginia McCamey, Qawsonuille, GA 
Pat McJunkins, Monticello, GA 
Jewel Simon, Atlanta, GA 

OCiDM - THE END OF THE YEAR! 

Congregations and indiuiduals - If you can, please send % for our Church's 
wider Mission, to help balance the books in the Southeast Conference, to 
meet our goal for the national and worldwide missions: 

. Churches that haue sent nothing, send for OCDJM 
. Go a second mile with a special effort! 

Vou may want to send before X\\e 8GGKS CLOSE JANUARY 16, 1988. 
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CELEBRATE THE COUENANT 8* INSTALLATION OF R06EA KNIGHT 



On Nouember 19, churches and pastors gathered at 1st Congregational 
Church, Atlanta and expressed their commitment to the couenant that 
binds us together in Jesus Christ's Church. The Reu. Or, Reuben Shears 
spoke eloquently of "Getting Closer to 6od", referring to Moses' . 
relationship ujith God and his leadership of the people; but then of God's 
desire to be close ujith all the people, directly. 

Roger Knight tuas installed as Conference Minister. Part of that couenant 
u;os: 

Rose- Dliavne Kniah'c- seeing chat von are called to ministry by the grace 
of God. and that the" Conference of the United Church of Christ has been 
led to call you as its Conference Minister, are you willing to enter this 
covenant with its members who are one in Christ? 

CONFERENCE MINISTER RESPONSE 

[ im wiliint md [ oromise to serve this Conference faithfully, preaching 
and leaching :he word of God. administering :he sacraments, anc tultill- 
Loiz :he oastoral office of Conference Minister. 



APPRECIATION TO: 

Planning Committee - F. Thomas. J. Cummings. C. J. Delcher. Essie 

Hoi man. R. Knight. J. H. Grigsby 
First Congregational Church — hosting this event 
Choir Members — from our Churches 
Dr. Gordon Tyler, organist. First Congregational Church 
Dr. Roiand Yates, choir director - 

The Rev. George Tnomas. Senior Pastor. First Congregational Church 
Ms. Jane Cummings. member. Search Committee ^ 
The Rev. Sandve Mullins. Assistant Conference Minister 
The Rev. David Loar. .Alabama-Tennessee .Association Coordinator 
Ms. Beth Knign:. Commissioned Minister - LCC 

Dr Reuben A Sheares II. Senior Pastor. Congregational Church of Park 
Manor. Chicago: former Executive Director of the Office for Church Lite 

and Leaders h.to _ 

The Rev R.cn_rd Woodward. Midway Congregational Churcn. Georgia: 

memcer jf LCC Executive Council 
Axilun Rubhica Morgan. Southeast Conference Vouch Council 
Ms. 3urcara Everett. Southeast Conference Moderator. Chairperson. 3oard 

o( Directors 
Franklin Thomas. Chairperson. Search Committee 
The R^v Carci jean Delcher. Chairperson. uecrgia-South Carolina 

Association Cammictee on the Ministry ^_ 

The Rev Dr James Cjscen. President. Interdenominational Rieological 

The ReVor. Rcilrn RusseiirCohference Minister. Southeastern Conference 
The Rev Dr. '.Varren 3lan*tenhorn. .Associate Conference Minister 
The Rev Dr. Rccer: Nobie. Executive Associate. LC3KM 
The Rev. Dr. Norman Jackson. Executive Director. L.AIM (Council on 
.American Indian Ministries) 



•w 
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Ms. Dorochy Lester. National Associate. Office for Church Life and 

Leadership 
The Rev. James Myers. Past Moderator. Southeast Conference 
The Rev. Robert Sherrod. Moderator of General Synod. (JCC 
Dr. David .Alexander. Regional Executive. Christian Church. Disciples of 

Christ 
Dr. William .Andes, former Southeast Conference Minister 
Dr. Emmett Floyd, former Southeast Conference Minister 
Dr. Donald Letter. Executive Director. Georgia Council of Churches 
Dr. Perry Ginn. Executive Director. Metro .Atlanta Council of Churches 






ther participants in the seruice included: 



6. Thomas 
S. Muilins 
D. Loar 
ID. 3iankenhorn 

u. IVillUII I 

R. LDoodiuard 
3. Euerett 
C, J, Belcher 
J. Cummings 
F. Thomas 
fl. Morgan 



Dr. J. Costen 

R. Russell 

R. Noble SUC3HM) 

,n. Jackson (CfllM) 

0. Lester (GCCL) 

J. Myers (Past MGderator/S.E. Conf.) 

R. Sherrod (Moderator/UCC) 

Plus other ecumenical 

representatives 



Thanks is expressed to the Planning Committee of F. Thomas, Jane 
Cummings, Ms, Essie Holman, J. Houjard Grigsay, Carol Jean Belcher. 



MEETINGS SCHEDULE 



3flTE 



TIME 



JAN. 


14 


1 Q - 4:30 


» 


24 


9 - 


FE3. 


13 


1 - 2:30 


• 


13 


to- 



MEETING / PLACE 

Commission on Church 3" Ministry, 

Central Church, Atlanta 
Gfl Council of Churches Festiual of Faith, 

Macon 
Euangelism Training LDorkshop, Central, 

Atlanta 
A!a-Tenn Eafecutiue Committee, 

Chattanooga, Pilgrimage 
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(Meeting Schedule Cont'd) 

DfiTE TIME MEETING/PLACE 

24-25 6 - 3:00 Conference Board of Directors, Atlanta 

MflR. 2 10:30 - 6 Conference Consultation luith National UCC 

Representatives, Atlanta 
Mini-Camp / Alabama 
Pastors 0- Spouses Retreat, Rock Ridge 

Camp, LaGrange 
Annual Meeting, Emory Uniuersity, Atlanta 
General Synod, Ft. IDorth, Texas 

ijiDBas m°m aura 



APA. 


21 


-22 




MAV 


8- 


10 




JUNE 9-11 






June 


29 - 


July 


4 



(match for further information) 

Hideo cassette on Preparing Taxes - deueloped by Pension Board ujili be 
available "on loan'' from Conference Office. 

Peace & Justice Netiuork Regional Meeting - Baltimore in March - Ask 
Dauid Loar, Crossuille, TN, regarding information. 



.a. *** 



CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 



£- AND * 

& GOD'S SHALOM & 

£■ FROM " r 

A THE ST JfF OF THE SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE # 

£ Roger Knight warren 3lankenharn Karnryn Foster & 

-*- rirvid ' *ar Sandye Mult ins Jean Hess # 
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SPECIAL MEETINGS THROUGHOUT THE CONFERENCE 

UllTH 
R06ER KNIGHT IN JRNUHR? 



Roger mould like representatives from each church to be 
present. Neuis of the Conference mill be shared; church 
insurance mill be introduced; MOST IMPORTANT, EUERV CHURCH 
B01LL RECEJUE H BOOKLET, mith training and instruction, to 
deuelop the history, and identity of the church - which is 
especially needed by the Conference Office. Please attend the 
meeting closest to you. 






JON 









DOTE TIME 


CHURCH 


3 (Sun) 6:30 


Hoiuard OCC, Nashuille 


9 (Man) 12:00 


Cro33uilIe OCC, TN 


9 (Mon) 7:00 


KnoKiMHe OCC, TN 


10 (Tues) 7:00 


Chattanooga, TN 


13 (Fri) 7:00 


Pyron Chapel, FL 


17 (Tues) 7:00 


Charleston, Circular 


13 (IDed) 12:00 


Sauannah, GR 


13 (OJed) 7:00 


Midmay, GR 


1 9 (Thurs) 7:00 


Central Church 


20 (Fri) 1 1:00 


LaSrange 


20 (Fri) 7:00 


Caddo 


21 (Sat) 1:00 


Rieaander City 


26 (Thurs) 7:00 


Roanoke 



FOR 

Nashuille area 
Central TN 
Northeast TN 
Southeast TN 
So. flla. / N.1D. FL 
Charleston 



atlanta area 
East Alabama 
North Alabama 
Ul. RIa. cluster 
Cent. Ala clust 
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To: Southeast Conference Office 
From: Mary Srueggemann 

RE: Women's Concerns - Southeast Conference 
for next Newsletter 



News and Notes 



A successful Fall Retreac was held last month. Music was a highlight with the Rush 
Memorial UCC choir giving a choral concert and Beth Knight as song leader. A silent 
auction helped to raise S650 for OCWM. The conference weekend ended with a balanced 
ledger and we returned rested, renewed with new friendships formed among us. 

It is time to out the Regional Women's Retreat on next year's calendar. It will be in Florida, 
October 12 -IS, 1989. Shirley Kiggins from Trinity UCC in Athens, Alabama, vice chair 
of the Women's Commission is heading up the "Bus :T Committee. We may need two buses 
to get us ail there. Begin planning now for your women's group to go. Count on the 
experience to change your life and renew your women's group! 

The Coordinating Center for Women in Church and Society is asking Conferences for 
nominations for three lay women from each Conference to be honored at General Synod 17 
in Fort Worth Texas in 'l989. Please submit your suggestions to the Conference Women's 
Commission c/o Sc Conference by February 1, 19S9. 

Don't forge: the Women! s Mite! We have learned what will happen when each person gives 
a mite to help others! Let's keep up the gcod work. 5 cents a day == S 13.25 a year. It can 
make a world of difference! 

The latest issue of "Common Lot'' has lots of authors from among us in the Southeast 
Conference. Peg Manon writes the lead article on life in the retirement years. If you 
haven't a copy, we'll gladly sezc you. one. Write the Conference Office. 

Women network very well. If you have done something interesting in your Women's group, 
write it up and let us know about it. Sharing program and activities of church women's 
groups helos us ail. Let us hear from you today! 



■ 
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